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STATEMENT OF COMMISSIONER MICHAEL O’RIELLY ON
SENATE COMMITTEE CONSIDERATION OF SENATOR SULLIVAN’S USF
PROCESS SIMPLIFICATION EFFORTS

WASHINGTON, June 29, 2017. — “I applaud Senator Sullivan and the Senate
Commerce Committee for legislative efforts to have GAO consider potential ways to
simplify the USF application process and require the Commission to implement any
resulting recommendations. Duplicative or unnecessary FCC filing requirements drain
resources from broadband deployment, and this review could also be a good platform to
stomp out useless and redundant USAC internal procedures, which harm applicants and
eventual recipients. It’s likely to also provide further impetus to put the entire USF
administration contract out for bid.”
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